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4. CBARAD Stakeholders Assess Progress
5. CYO Welcomes New Interns

Toshiba International Foundation
Supports Teacher Training in Nepal

The training introduces practical and effective methods of children based
education that will enhance engagement and quality of learning.

psychology and parenting. The lessons will share Japanese elementary education strategies which are based on child-centered education. An expert on primary education from Japan
facilitated the first workshop in Lalitpur from June 16-20, 2014.
For glimpses of the workshop, please visit either the CYO web
site or Facebook page.

Online Course on Disaster Risk
Reduction Completes Successfully
Snapshot of Teacher Training on Early Childhood Education conducted in
Nepal. Participants have been very enthusiastic and focused throughout the
training.

The JICA Philippines Office and the Iloilo City government conducted a Stakeholder’s Review Workshop from June
21-23 for the CBARAD Project. The workshop was aimed at ensuring common understandings between the project’s various
stakeholders as it enters its third and final year.
The three-day workshop facilitated intensive discussion sessions attended by 45 participants from all five pilot Barangays. Mayor Jed Patrick Mabilog of Iloilo City also presided
over the session to discuss outputs of the project and to finalize the activities for the remainder of the project term.
The selected municipalities are Bhaktapur, Madhyapur, Lalitpur, and Kirtipur, all of which are members of
MuAN. The training will consist of three workshops through
which teachers will learn specific teaching skills, as well as child

Together,
the
CITYNET Platform for Disaster Resiliency (CPDR), and
the CITYNET Yokohama Project Office (CYO) initiated an
online introductory course
on Disaster Risk Reduction
in urban settings. The project aimed to introduce examples of Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) from Japan to
CITYNET members, as well as
ascertain an understanding
of ongoing DRR initiatives  in
participating cities. The 6-week course, started on the 12th of
May, 2014, consisted of 34 participants, working for local government or private organizations from different cities in Asia
including: Makati, Dhaka, Colombo, Iloilo City, Barisal, and
Bangkok, among others.
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Punong Barngay Genoveva Cabulong and Barngay Secretary Jennifer Solamillo
check the introductory DRM online course offered by CITYNET.

The course has been made available to the participants through a user friendly Moodle platform and is easy to
operate. Each module is followed by a questionnaire designed
to assess the understanding of participants about the lessons
as well as other related initiatives in their cities.
Three modules as below have been introduced for
the course:
1. Urban Initiatives for Making People and Cities Resilient
2. Comprehensive Flood Control Program
3. Community Initiatives to Support Disaster Risk Reduction

Nearly 80% of the participants consider the lessons
highly applicable and consider them a valuable contribution
to DRR activities in their cities. As well, various DRR initiatives
or plans recently operating  in the participating cities are highlighted. For example: the Makati Risk Sensitive Urban Redevelopment Project;   the Community-Based Adaptation and
Resilience Against Disaster initiative in Iloilo City, Philippines;
and the up-gradation and construction of new drains for rapid
drainage of water and flood prevention in Barisal, Bangladesh.
The course is expected to have dual benefits, that is,
participating cities receive insight into DRR initiatives in Japan,
mainly Yokohama, while also being exposed to the practices
and frameworks of  the respective cities involved in the project, thus helping identify the disaster preparedness of the various cities.

Members in Sri Lanka Tie-Up to
Conduct Environment Education
Project with CYO
Sevanatha and Help-O, CITYNET members based in
Colombo and Galle, Sri Lanka signed an MOU earlier in June
to conduct a Student Based Sustainable and Practical Environment Education project with schools in Colombo and Galle.
The project aims to inspire children towards understanding
environmental issues like biodiversity loss.
A project expert from Tsurumi River Networking (TRnet) will assist the local teachers and NGOs to devise a profiling activity with children to launch the project. TRnet has
also been collaborating with CYO on DRR education for the
CBARAD project being conducted in Iloilo City, Philippines.
Details of the initial outputs of the project will be available
shortly through both the CYO website and Facebook page.

Students from both Colombo and Galle, Sri Lanka participate in their first environmental field study.

CBARAD Stakeholders Assess
Progress and Identify Goals Moving
into Project’s Final Stretch

Barangay visit in Brgy. Buntatala to discuss PWD Profiling, community mapping of PWDs, online DRM course including other CBARAD activities.

Stakeholders involved in Iloilo City’s Community
Based Adaptation and Resilience Against Disasters (CBARAD)
project used the month of May to assess their progress, engage with feedback and criticisms, and define best practices
for moving forward into the three year project’s final stretch.
To start the month, funding stakeholder, the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), engaged in a
field visit and progress review via discussions with 130 local leaders and citizens from both Ilioilo City’s 5 pilot barangays as well as 1 non-pilot barangay. As well, on May 6th,
fifteen barangay leaders and representatives from partner
organizations and offices participated in a feedback meeting with Iloilo Mayor Mabilog, where Mr. Rey Gerona, JICA

2

In-house Consultant, presented his initial findings and impressions on the field visits, before hearing questions and feedback
from the mayor. Conclusions from these discussions were addressed at CBARAD’s monthly meeting on May 27.

CYO Welcomes Interns from Canada
and the United States
Sean Grisdale - University of Victoria

Monthly Meeting of CBARAD Partners held at the 5th Floor Conference Room,
Iloilo City Government on May 27, 2014.

The Provincial Summit on DRRM for the Local Chief
Executives of Negros Occidental commenced on May 13th and
14th. The CBARAD Project Coordinator was invited to help facilitate the preparation and formulation of a Contingency Plan
for Volcanic Eruption. Furthermore, to follow up on April’s
Persons with Disabilities (PWD) Profiling Workshop, the Project Coordinator, in cooperation with the PWD Affairs Office
(PDAO) Consultant, visited the barangays to discuss their survey’s progress and to address any issues and concerns encountered. A number of meetings were also conducted with various project partners including: ADPI, CPU and OCD, to identify
follow-through activities with PDWs for the project’s final year.

Starting spring 2014, CYO
is collaborating with Centre for
Asia-Pacific Initiatives (CAPI) of
the University of Victoria (UVic),
in Victoria, British Columbia, Canada, to accept qualified interns
to work for CYO as Project Assistants. The first intern from CAPI
this year is Sean Grisdale who has
been helping CYO with technical aspects of website updates
as well as conducting research on disaster related material.
“I was drawn to this internship with CYO by an interest in both global
issues and bottom-up, community based development. I am interested in
learning and experiencing the workings of the international NGO sector,
especially organizational processes of project research, coordination of
funding and implementation, and public outreach and media relations. I
know that my experiences here will be a once-in-a-lifetime addition to my
continuing education in critical urban development while also informing
a potential career in the NGO sector or academia.”

Mason Beninger - Temple University, Japan Campus

Blesilda Mabailog, PDAO Consultant, discusses the PWD Profiling Form to the
Barangay Health Workers and Brgy Kagawads of Balabago, Jaro, Iloilo City.

CYO is also continuing its
partnership with Temple University
Japan (TUJ), the Japan campus of
the Philadelphia (U.S) based university, to accept interns every semester. This spring, CYO welcomes
Mason Beninger from San Diego,
California, United States, to the office. His work will primarily involve
developing a project proposal for disaster based activities.
“I am interning at CYO because I want to learn how a project is created:
from the specific need in an affected community around the world, to the
written proposal and implementation. I am also interested about the interactions between NGOs and government in coordinating aid, information
and expertise. The knowledge I gain here will assist me in my future education as a business student and my career goal of working as a market
researcher.”

CBARAD Project Partners met in Brgy. San Isidro to discuss the community
mapping of PWDs.

Staff from CITYNET Yokohama will be conducting a
technical visit to Iloilo City, accompanied by experts, this coming July.
To see the full CBARAD May 2014 Monthly
Report follow this link to our website

CYO is grateful for both Sean and Mason to be contributing to the work that may better help support our members needs and activities.
5F, International Organizations Center, Pacifico-Yokohama, 1-1-1 Minato Mirai
Nishi-Ku, Yokohama 220-0012, Japan
TEL:(+81)-45-223-2161,
FAX:(+81)-45-223-2162
EMAIL: info@citynet-yh.org,
WEBSITE: http://www.citynet-yh.org
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