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I. Overview
The 8th CITYNET Disaster Cluster Seminar
was held in Yokohama from September 3-6,
2015, with attending participants from Japan
and three other countries across the AsiaPacific region. Participants included
representatives of local governments,
associations, institutions, NGOs and NPOs
having programs related to disaster risk
reduction. The participants had the chance to
attend presentations and site visits which
shared best practices among CITYNET
Disaster Cluster members. The seminar was
the second to be hosted by the City of
Yokohama after being appointed lead-city of
the CITYNET Disaster Cluster during the
CITYNET Congress held in Seoul in
November 2013.

II. Introduction
The Disaster Cluster was established out of
projects responding to the devastation
caused by the 2004 Sumatra Earthquake and
Indian Ocean Tsunami, as well as the 2005

Kashmir Earthquake. These disasters
demonstrated a great need to address this
priority area, which the members recognized
by supporting the establishment of this
cluster at the 2005 CITYNET Congress in
Hanoi, Vietnam.
The Disaster Cluster has had numerous
activities including meetings and projects for
CITYNET members which include the
reconstruction of a school in Pakistan, the
construction of community centers in Sri
Lanka and Indonesia, and workshops as well
as study visits to share disaster management

strategies and coordination among member
cities.
The cluster was led by Makati until
November 2013, when the City of Yokohama
was appointed as the lead-city during the
CITYNET Congress held in Seoul. Since 2014,
the City of Yokohama has supported an
online DRR course for CITYNET members.
This year, the city supported the dispatching
of technical experts to Nepal in response to
the April 25 earthquake and to Iloilo in the
Philippines to assist with CBARAD-II.

III. Seminar Highlights
Lead City: Yokohama
Co-Lead City: Makati
Participating Members: Baguio, Dhaka North, Iloilo,
Kathmandu, Lalitpur, Marikina, Muntinlupa, San Fernando
SEMINAR GOALS
Share: To share better practices among
CITYNET Disaster Cluster members
Support: To strengthen city-to-city (C2C)
cooperation in DRR
Localize: To understand the local context
and enhance applicability

The 8th CITYNET Disaster Cluster Seminar
facilitated information exchanges between
participants from cities in Bangladesh, Nepal,
the Philippines, and Yokohama city
representatives. Deputy Mayor Katsunori
Watanabe of the City of Yokohama opened
the seminar with a statement on the
importance of creating resilience against
unavoidable natural disaster in cities across
Asia and the Pacific. Mr. Teruhiko Okada, the
Head of the CITYNET Yokohama Project

Office, stressed the need for cities to
collaborate and share their best practices in
disaster mitigation in order to build
sustainable cities worldwide.

CITYNET Initiatives
CITYNET’s main goal is to mainstream DRR
initiatives in cluster cities, this includes
creating and managing a database of
resources and contacts to foster
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collaborative projects. By creating an
international city network, cities can work
together and tap into one another’s
strengths and weaknesses. This year
CITYNET is co-ordinating CBARAD-II in Iloilo,
the technical assessment in Nepal, and has
hosted the Disaster Cluster Seminar.
During a presentation from co-lead city
Makati, Atty. Violeta Seva, stressed the
importance of the Making Cities Resilient
(MCR) Tools that are available for members.

Iloilo, CBARAD-II
Participants had the opportunity to listen to
a presentation by Mr. Darwin Joemil Papa on
CBARAD-II’s three components; the three
components are: to work with members of
the CDRRMC/O and BDRRMOS in order to
improve disaster risk management in the city
of Iloilo, target vulnerable groups in
advocacy campaigns and training sessions,
and work with a number of universities and
colleges, schools, local government units and
communities. Two current activities, the
Kabalaka camp and the advocacy campaign
for PWDs, were presented.

Children participating in a
Kabalaka Camp session in
Iloilo

Kathmandu, Nepal Earthquake
Update
On April 25th of this year, a devastating
7.6MI earthquake hit the country of Nepal.
Their immediate response included the
activation of the National Emergency
Operation Center (NEOC), immediate
rescue operations, the setting up of stands
by hospitals and health facilities, and the
Disaster Management Committee was
established at the Kathmandu Metropolitan
City level. Through this devastating disaster,
Kathmandu City was able to test their
emergency capacities and look for ways of
improvement in order to rehabilitate the city
into a sustainable, disaster resilient city.
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Role of NGOs – Disaster
Prevention Education and
Awareness

Collaborative road
clearing in Kathmandu

Disaster Initiatives and Disaster
Countermeasures in the City of
Yokohama
Some of the various DRR initiatives and
disaster countermeasures of the City of
Yokohama were presented by
representatives of the Crisis Management
Office, Fire Bureau, and Yokohama
Waterworks Bureau. Participants learned
about the importance of not solely focusing
on infrastructure enhancement as a means of
DRR but to work with community members
in order to create a sense of disaster
preparedness. The ideas of self-help, mutualhelp, and public-help were repeated
throughout each presentation as a means to
get communities involved in order to reduce
the risk of future disasters and limit the strain
on already limited resources.
Participants learned about the adaptability of
the Yokohama Fire Bureau’s firefighting
capabilities and how they are able to be
dispatched across Japan during emergency
situations, such as during the 2011 Great East
Japan Earthquake.
The Fire Bureau presented on their
construction of a Municipal Disaster
Prevention Center in the City of Yokohama.
Once completed, the facility will have
earthquake and disaster simulators, disaster
training rooms, and a library, to teach the
importance of disaster preparedness.
The Yokohama Waterworks Bureau showed
participants their continuous investments to
ensure that Yokohama citizens will have
access to drinking water during a disaster.
Their initiatives include providing residents
with access to packages of canned and
bottled water, replacing old-pipes with
flexible earthquake proof ones, and
constructing water tanks that can serve an
entire community within a 1km radius.

Mr. Shinji Momoda from Plus Arts gave a
presentation on their various disaster
preparedness education programs. Plus Arts
strives to make disaster training fun and
accessible for people of all ages and abilities.
The program is highly adaptable and has
been localized in 16 countries across the
world. Plus Arts presented three case studies
from the Philippines and Nepal. The
presentation sparked a dynamic
conversation on accessible disaster
education and many participants expressed
an interest in getting their cities involved
with the program.

Plus Arts working with
children in Nepal

Resilience Building with
Corporate Stakeholders
Mr. Koichi Yoshida, the Head of Compliance
and Risk at Lawson, presented on the
convenience store’s disaster mitigation
policy. Lawson has created agreements with
local governments and municipalities across
Japan in order to provide aid and continue
serving communties during times of disaster.
The company is able to provide communities
with essential products such as drinking
water and food free of cost, they can open
temporary stores and collect donations for
community members affected by a disaster.
It is the company’s philosophy to serve their
customers to the best of their abilities and
this practice does not stop during times of
disaster.

An emergency Lawson Store set up
during the 2011 Great East Japan
Earthquake

SPECIAL EDITION CITYNET YOKOHAMA PROJECT OFFICE | Issue 2

During the second day of the 8th CITYNET
Disaster Cluster Seminar, representatives
from the cities of Lalitpur, San Fernando
and Muntinlupa had the chance to share
their Best Practices and DDR Initiatives with
the seminar’s participants.

plan was developed including the
establishment of warehouses, a municipal
emergency operation center and a disaster
training center to train engineers.
Furthermore, working on improving school
safety programs, emergency health services,
and monitoring building code compliance are
of top priority.

Lalitpur has undertaken several initiatives
since 2003, such as field inspections and
monitoring, awareness programs on the
community level, as well as capacity building
training and fire control training.

San Fernando is the first city and first local
government unit in the Philippines to be
certified with the International
Organization for Standardization
certificate.

After the earthquake in April, 2015, the City
of Lalitpur realized that there is still a gap
between the Municipality’s programs and the
capacity to meet aid demands during a
disaster. Therefore a future preparedness

The city consists of 59 barangays that are
vulnerable to five types of natural disasters,
with floods being the most hazardous. In
order to protect San Fernando’s citizen’s
lives, the local government implemented the
Forced Evacuation Executive Order Nr.2 in
2014, which provides police with the ability
to force evacuate during times of danger.

Sharing of Best Practices

School preparedness
program in Lalitpur
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Ground level training and seminars have
been conducted to make sure that the city’s
communities are better prepared for
disasters.
Starting in 2015, San Fernando has
implemented the City Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Plan, which
works in disaster mitigation through
preparedness, establishing an effective
emergency response, and a recovery plan.
Because of the city’s location, Muntinlupa is
at risk for high intensity earthquakes, floods,
cyclones, landslides, and liquefaction
fissures. An early warning system has been
installed in the city and the mayor actively
promotes the ideas of self-help, mutual-help,
and public-help through various capacity
building training sessions and emergency
drills. The Muntinlupa City Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Office
(MDRRMO) was created in 2013 and through
it the government has implemented DRRM
preparedness activities on the community
level.

Disaster Drill in San Fernando City

In San Fernando City we plan on duplicating the project in
Yokohama and teach children disaster risk management and
how to protect the environment.

Disaster Equipment Training in
Muntinlupa

-Hon. Pablo Ortega, Mayor
San Fernando City

IV. Timeline of Activities
PROJECTS/ ACTIVITIES
1.

Disaster Prevention Education and Awareness

2.

Joint Technical Assessment Visit to Nepal

3.

8th CITYNET Disaster Cluster Seminar

4.

LGSAT (Ten Essentials Checklist)

5.

DRR Best Practices on Urban Resilience

6.

Nepal Rehabilitation and Recovery Project

7.

Capacity-Building on Recovery and Reconstruction, Damage Needs Assessment,
DRR & CCA Planning

8.

Dispatch of Experts (NEW)

9.

Inclusion of CITYNET Members in CBARAD Project-II

2015

2016

2017
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Recommendations for the CITYNET 33rd Executive
Committee Meeting
In the consideration of accomplishing tasks proposed in the action plan,
the CITYNET Disaster Cluster Committee plans to table the following
items to the 33rd CITYNET Executive Committee for its approval:

i. Mainstreaming DRR in CITYNET Clusters
Recent trends of natural disasters in Asia and the Pacific have raised
serious concerns in cities both in coastal and inland areas for an
immediate need to make contingency plans and address urban disaster
risks. Due to the high vulnerability of urban areas, local governments
are under immense pressure to react accordingly.

iii. Budget increment to conduct Disaster Cluster
Activities
The current accounting statistics indicate an estimated USD30, 000 for
conducting one Disaster Cluster Seminar in Yokohama. This includes
sponsorships of approximately 10 representatives, with a total of 25
participants. To enable more participants to attend the seminar and to
support cluster related activities or events, the Disaster Cluster
Committee requests the current allocation of USD10, 000 to be
increased to USD15, 000.

However, with low budget allocations to address DRR challenges and
lack of expertise, among other things, many cities do not have a clear
framework nor implementation strategies to tackle these issues. By
mainstreaming DRR components in all clusters of CITYNET, cities can
integrate functional strategies in their overall development plans
whether it is in transportation, urban planning, environment or
education sectors.
Therefore the CITYNET Disaster Cluster Committee strongly
recommends the inclusion of disaster components in all trainings,
seminars, workshops and projects conducted through various clusters
of CITYNET with particular emphasis on Climate Change Cluster.

ii. Annual Meeting of all four Cluster Committee
Members

Participants learn how to set up emergency pipelines that
give communities access to water sources when regular
water service is disrupted.

This is to encourage participation and sustainability of various activities
undertaken through the four clusters. The meeting will enable cities to
focus their activities towards meeting the objectives of CITYNET midterm plans. It can enhance further collaboration, understanding,
encourage evaluation and monitoring among the clusters and their
activities which will also help CITYNET members understand their roles
and the details of the activities including accountability of the budget
and progress of each cluster. This will harmonize many of the activities
currently being undertaken independently.
The meeting can be organized in conjunction with other activities or
events where the cluster leads and co-leads are expected to be present
such as during the CITYNET Excom.
Each cluster lead or co-lead can host the annual meeting covering local
costs (hotel, meals and local transportation) while the Secretariat can
fund for the travel of officers from the other clusters to the host city.
One representative each from the lead and co-lead could represent the
cluster and be funded by the Secretariat.

Participants observe a seismic tremor display at Tokyo
Rinkai Disaster Prevention Park

This seminar inspires cities to improve their practices.
Thanks to this seminar, I will be looking into how
community members can work with cities in order to
prepare for future disasters.
-Dr. Val Alfonso Barcinal, Acting Head, DRR and
Management Office, Marikina
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We are grateful for the city of Yokohama and
CITYNET for organizing this seminar and we
look forward to future exchanges with CITYNET
members.
-Atty. Violeta Seva, Senior Advisor, Makati
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