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1. Kathmandu hosts the third training on 		
Seismic and Structural Engineering
2. Kathmandu presents ICT initiatives at Asia
Smart City Conference
3. Mayor of Kathmandu visits Housing
and Architecture Bureau of Yokohama
4. CBARAD prepares for the second Simulation
Exercise for CDRRMC
5. Community Based Solid Waste Management
Project with PIEDAR
6. CYO Visits Galle to Asses Solid Waste
Management

This project intends to train over 100 engineers over
the next 3 years, while introducing new ideas and
technology, which will allow for the development of new
municipal level policies that are in line with the Sendai
Framework

1. Kathmandu hosts the third
training on Seismic and Structural
Engineering

Training for Nepali seismic and structural engineers from
over 10 municipalities in Nepal took place in Kathmandu
from the 23rd-27th of October. This is the third training in
a three year project between Kathmandu and Yokohama,
which hopes to strengthen the capacities of engineers in
Nepal.
Mr. Pandey, the Honourable Minister of the Ministry
of Federal Affairs and Local Development, opened the
training with an important message on the need for
Nepal to learn from Japan in order to let the public
live safer lives. Throughout the training there was an
emphasis on adapting Japanese methods to the Nepali
context and the importance of using locally sourced
materials. Site visits included a steel residential building
construction site which could be quickly constructed as
temporary housing during a disaster and a UN Habitat
people-centred housing project that encourages
community participation in the reconstruction process.
All the training sessions were very well received and
many participants indicated an eagerness to apply their
new learnings and to continue working towards creating
safer communities.

Participants visiting a steel residential building
construction site

2. Kathmandu presents ICT initiatives
at Asia Smar t City Conference in
Yokohama

The Chief and Executive Officer/Mayor of Kathmandu
Metropolitan City, Mr. Rudra Singh Tamang, attended
the Asia Smart City Conference in Yokohama from
November 16th-18th. There he delivered a presentation
on Kathmandu’s innovative Information Communication
Technologies (ICT) initiatives. Currently, Kathmandu
has three ICT initiatives: the Municipal Administration
and Revenue System (MARS), Electronic Building Permit
System (EBPS), and Vital Registration System (VERS). In
addition to outlining Kathmandu’s current initiatives,
Mr. Tamang discussed his city’s way forward as a Smart
City which involves urban participation, investments
in social capital and the implementation of innovative
modes of communication in order to foster sustainable
development.
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4. CBARAD prepares for the second
Simulation Exercise for City Disaster
Risk Reduction Management Council

October was a very busy month for all of the CBARADII components as they worked to prepare for the final
Technical Advisory Visit of the CBARAD-II Project. The
TAV will take place from the 26th-29th of November and
experts from Japan will conduct training in Iloilo on the
topics of EMS and Disaster Response.

Mr. Tamang presenting a symbolic souvenir from
Nepal to Mayor Hayashi of Yokohama

3 .Chief and E xe cutive O f f ice r of
Kathmandu Metropolitan City visits
Housing and Architecture Bureau of
the City of Yokohama
In addition to presenting at the Asia Smart City Conference, the Mayor of Kathmandu Metropolitan City, Mr.
Tamang, visited the City of Yokohama’s Housing and
Architecture Bureau.
Director General Mr. Shinken Sakawa of the Housing and
Architecture Bureau and Director General Mr. Makoto
Sekiyama of International Affairs Bureau cordially
welcomed the mayor to the bureau and provided the
Mayor with an understanding of Yokohama’s urban
development process and some of the bureau’s current
initiatives. The mayor visited two divisions within the
bureau to observe the offices’ working procedures.

In October, Component 1 had a three day workshop
on the organizational development and process of the
CDRRMC/O. The workshop objectives were to align the
city’s DRR system with the national model. Sessions
included DRR competency, manual writing, a table top
simulation and structured learning and team building
activities. This workshop was a warmup for members of
Component 1 since the CDRRMC will undergo its second
disaster response simulation exercise with the help of
the City of Yokohama’s Crisis Management Bureau in
November.
In line with Component 2 activities, the College of
Communications at West Visayas State University
has partnered with the CBARAD-II Project in order to
assist in the development of inclusive IEC materials.
Film Art students were asked to produce short films
that advocated inclusive DRR and resiliency. The films
revolved around the theme “Empowering PWDs towards
a Disaster Resilient Iloilo City”. On October 15th and 26th,
five winners were named and the university announced
that this would become a yearly activity in collaboration
with the Iloilo City Government. This competition
generated awareness among youth on inclusive DRR and
provided PWDs with a new avenue for advocacy.

Mr. Tamang learning about the development process
of Yokohama during a city tour

The mayor also visited the basement of Yokohama City
Hall to see the seismic dampers that have been installed.
The building is around 50 years old and it took two years
of retrofitting to make it structurally safe and resistant
to earthquakes. Afterward, the mayor participated in a
city tour and was provided with a more detailed look at
Yokohama’s development process. The tour concluded
with a visit to Yokohama’s bay area which used to be
an industrial hub but has now evolved into a modern
business district.
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Winners of the short film competition pose with the
judges and organizers

As a part of Component 3 activities, a community session
on disaster preparedness, facilitated by KABALAKA
Volunteers, was held at Doane Baptist Kindergarten
School on October 4th.

A request for this activity was submitted by the school’s
Parent-Teachers Community Association (PTCA) and
included a healthy discussion amongst parents and
volunteers on disaster preparedness. Participating
children were taught the essential items to keep in home
survival kits and they were read a story that highlighted
the importance of preparing for disasters.

At Pakistan Cambridge School, twelve students
conducted a survey at New Pindora Market with the
hopes of finding out about the waste generated by
different businesses, and how waste was disposed and
collected. Students discovered that there were few
dustbins in shops and within the market area, which
led to garbage being thrown onto the market street.
This survey data will help in the planning of community
outreach activities which will take place in the following
months.

Kindergarten pupils listen to a KABALAKA volunteer
as she tells a story on disaster preparednesss

5 . C o m m u n i t y B a s e d S o l i d Wa s t e
Management Project PIEDAR
In partnership with NGOs, Help-O and PIEDAR, CYO
is implementing two Community Based Solid Waste
Management projects in Galle, Sri Lanka, and Islamabad,
Pakistan.
In Islamabad, the NGO PIEDAR has been working to
enhance schoolchildren’s understanding of waste
and foster sustainable consumption and production
through sustainable materials management at the local
urban scale. During the month of October, the film
“Don’t Waste Your Waste” was shown to 182 students
at three schools in Rawalpindi City. Upon viewing the
film, a dynamic discussion was held on the 3Rs and
children played a waste management game. This activity
promoted attitudinal and behavioural changes, while
encouraging empathy and social considerations among
school-children.

Students watching the film“ Don’ t Waste Your Waste”

Students conducting their survey at New Pindora
Market

This month PIEDAR also updated its 2007 manual on
the 3Rs of the environment so that the IEC materials
incorporate the new SMM concept. This manual is a
good educational resource for children that outlines
the 3Rs while also providing detailed instructions on
recycling and re-using initiatives that students can do at
home.

5. CYO Visits Galle to Assess Solid
Waste Management System
In Galle, Sri Lanka, locally based NGO HELP-O is
implementing a community based solid waste
management project. At the end of October, Mr. Masaaki
Taniguchi, the Director of Project and Public Relations
at the CITYNET Yokohama Project Office visited the
City of Galle to assess the present status of solid waste
management in the city.
The City of Galle segregates solid waste into two
categories: compost and platin. Platin includes
plastics as well as bottles, cans, papers and other none
compostable items. Galle not only has garbage trucks to
help with waste collection but is also assisted by tractors.
Waste collectors separate waste and put compost on the
tractor and platin in the garbage truck. Some citizens
diligently segregate their waste while other do not.
Right now the city is discussing ways to enforce waste
segregation amongst all citizens.
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A garbage collector collecting compost in Galle

After waste is collected in Galle it is brought to a
segregation site in Heenpundala. There they segregate
foreign objects, again, and the compost goes to its final
destination, Monrovia. According to the director of
Monrovia it takes eight weeks for the waste to become
fertilizer. The fertilizer is then sieved to remove any
remaining foreign objects and packed to sell. Every day
Galle delivers 6 tons of compostable waste to Monrovia.
The biggest issue in Galle is how to manage platin waste.
The city disposes over 40 tons of platin every single day.
The Land fill site in Galle is completely filled and now the
city transports waste outside of the city. If Galle continues
at this current rate the landfill site will be full in three
years. To help dissolve this issue HELP-O, the Municipal
Council, police, the Chamber of Commerce, hospitals,
media and other public and private organizations have
been meeting to discuss ways to improve Galle’s waste
management system.

Mr. Taniguchi presenting on waste management in the
City of Yokohama

During his visit, Mr. Taniguchi made a presentation on
Yokohama has managed to engage with citizens and
decrease its solid waste production by 43%. He also
explained Japan’s recycling laws and illustrated the
contents of the country’s container and packaging laws.

4

