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Mobile libraries can be an effective alternative for communities
where schools have been closed due to the pandemic. Such libraries
can also enhance education in rural areas.

I.

DRR Education kit distributed to the schools of the target municipalities
The online training for the teachers from Bheemdatta, Biratnagar, Dharan and
Hetauda are ongoing as scheduled to maintain consistent knowledge sharing on DRR education.
After the third training, the teachers of all four municipalities received the kit containing DRR education
material that was developed in Nepal by the first batch of teachers. The fourth training included
demonstration of the usage of the items in the kit. All teachers mentioned that it was their first time receiving
such educational tools and were very grateful for the trainings being provided.
The teachers will also receive individual trainings in between to further familiarize themselves on the methods
for using them in the classrooms and to understand the specific learning points of the games so that proper
knowledge is transferred to the students when the classes resume.
This project is being supported by Toshiba International Foundation with the contents from Plus Arts.
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II.

13th CityNet Disaster Cluster Seminar held online highlights COVID-19
and DRR countermeasures
The annual CityNet Disaster Cluster Seminar was conducted online this year focused
on COVID-19 and its impacts on dealing with DRR. Three sessions were scheduled for three consecutive weeks
in November to look into specific topics that are of interest to CityNet members. On average 80 participants
attended each of the session with a total of 174 registrations.
The annual DRR survey conducted earlier this year in July indicated COVID-19 as the priority topic for all cities.
The subject also topped the list for the most serious hazards. Likewise, the most needed capacity building for
city officials was on public health emergencies as well as crisis management.
The three seminar themes discussed the following:
1.

Session – I: Best Practices and Innovations on COVID-19 Response and Management

The contents for this session was shared by Seoul Metropolitan Government, Taipei City and City of
Yokohama. The medical experts from Seoul and Taipei highlighted the learnings from the past epidemics of
SARS and MERS which helped the two cities mobilize effective and timely response to control the spread of
the virus. The two cities also shared their latest technology intervention in contact tracing as well as
monitoring the patients in real time to assist the medical facilities and the city government in data gathering
and information dissemination.

2. Session – II: Addressing Emerging Challenges of Disasters in the Asia-Pacific
Session II highlighted the traditional vs modern structures and how new science needs to be integrated to
review building codes and making that an inclusive and participatory process to build better, resilient
structures.
In terms of crisis management, it focused on data and information as well as hazard classification along with
how level of priorities was determined. The classification of rivers and the level of hazards also differentiated
the roles and responsibilities of each sector so that coordination failure can be avoided during and after
disasters. Many different scenarios are set in advance from the past experiences as well as projections so that
various agencies as well as groups get the necessary training on the simulations.
In terms of risk financing, it was pointed out that the need to understand the risk first then to understand the
benefits of countermeasures that one can take which incorporates climate change adaptation strategies was
extremely important. Without proper financing measures, it just remains a hypothetical plan. It was also
stated that it is important to include different levels of governments as well as the private sector. All plans
need to focus on how the money reaches the actual beneficiaries.
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3. Planning the New Normal with COVID-19 for DRR
The final session of the webinar included distinguished panelists from international agencies, city government
and the private sector.
The session shared some specific examples of challenges in DRR including health emergencies and the tool kits
that are available to comprehend the strategic gaps that city governments can help address to raise the
overall resiliency of the cities. Risk management as mentioned is all about advance preparations and how well
that is understood and practiced by the stakeholders. Whether it is the usual disasters or health emergencies
like the pandemic, different tools, guidelines and support is already available.
As a response to the question posed by the moderator on how each institution or city can help other CityNet
members, both the UNDRR and the WHO offered support to shoe who wish to learn more about using the tool
kits. PDRF also mentioned that being a private sector in the Philippines, they have amassed a wealth of
knowledge and experience dealing with many disasters until now and those experiences can be utilized for
cities that wish to enhance their preparedness. Makati and Yokohama also offered to share their experiences
using tool kits and strategies for being prepared before the disaster strikes with other members.

The 13th CityNet Disaster Cluster Seminar was fortunate to have unique and diverse presentations from many
different sectors including some select cities. All presentations are available for further studies upon request.

III.

Yokohama elementary school introduced to DRR education activities
conducted by CityNet and Plus Arts
Public school students in Japan have the privilege of getting a standardized education
all across Japan. Among them is social studies which exposes the students to a more practical aspects of their
daily living. From walking around town to exploring nearby parks for researching on living organisms, the
children get the opportunity to gain out of text book knowledge through practical education. One such
elementary school invited CityNet Yokohama Project Office to expose their 4th graders on DRR education
conducted in CityNet member cities.
Around 100 students gathered inside the school gym were introduced to CYO projects on DRR conducted in
Iloilo city as a part of CBARAD project and in Nepal currently being implemented to establish DRR clubs in
schools. All CityNet DRR education activities are provided by Plus Arts. As the methodology involves no text
books and the concept is to learn DRR strategies through creativity and enjoyable activities, the students were
able to experience several activities through games which have also been introduced in Iloilo and in Nepal.
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Online shuffle games to understand the correct method of
using a fire extinguisher, conducting first aid, making paper
dishes using newspapers and making a stretcher using
blanket were tried as practical activities. Each game has
specific lessons to learn and were developed by Plus Arts
through the interviews conducted among the victims of the
Hanshin Awaji Earthquake (Kobe Earthquake) which
happened in 1995.
While Japanese schools conduct disaster drills and has
lectures by the fire bureau regularly on hazards and
prevention, practical DRR education is lacking in areas
where they have not experienced disasters for many years.

4th graders at Yokohama’s elementary school views the

This particular activity was requested through the initiative
DRR education activities of CityNet conducted with Plus
of the school teacher at the elementary school. The school
Arts
is optimistic that such education and international
exposure through online methods for the students can go a long way in strengthening their understanding of
the disasters globally and connect to further awareness of the people outside of Japan.

IV.

Case studies from Japan now available on CYO web site
To enhance outreach of Japanese examples of various projects and initiatives among CityNet
members, CityNet Yokohama Project Office has added a page titled
‘Case Study’ where viewers can screen the topics by CityNet clusters or
through the different sectors. Key word screening is also available on
top of the page.
The objective of the page is to introduce programs, projects and
activities that local governments, organisations and the private sector
in Japan is conducting to enhance various services to the citizens which
ultimately connects to the uplifting of the lifestyle and livability of the
area.
The aim is to share items which do not require mega funding, loans
from donor agencies or the support from the national government and are manageable as well as replicable
by the local authorities or other sectors with the capacity. The site will be continuously updated with new
information.
CityNet Yokohama Project Office welcomes any comments or requests for specific examples that the members
with to see on site. Please contact Ms. Yukiko Kudou, kudou[at]citynet-yh.org for further information.
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