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I. Nepalese teachers undergo third online training on
DRR Education
II. Lalitpur Metropolitan City embarks on a new project
on shared technology with KDDI Foundation
III. After 33 years, a new Japanese city joins CityNet
IV. CityNet Executive Committee welcomes proposal to
establish a new CityNet office in Japan
V. Over 500 participate in the virtual tour of the
Yokohama DRR Learning Center for Filipino
government officials

Harmonizing mind with nature has become ever more
important to overcome stress and to keep healthy
mindset during tough times.

ANNOUNCEMENT
13th CityNet Disaster Cluster Seminar is scheduled to be held online on three consecutive weeks on
November 11, 18, 25, 2020 starting at 13:00 Japan Standard Time.
Three thematic areas for the webinar are as follows:
November 11 – Best Practices and Innovations on COVID-19 Response and Management
November 18 – Addressing Emerging Challenges of Disasters in the Asia Pacific
November 25 – Planning the New Normal with COVID-19 for DRR
Registration is now open and interested participants may register through this link. Only one registration is
necessary to attend one or more of the sessions. Further details are updated on the website as well.
This seminar will be open to all CityNet members and partners regardless of the cluster affiliation.
Please contact CityNet Yokohama Project Office at Kendra[at]citynet-yh.org for any questions.
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I.

Nepalese teachers undergo third online training on DRR education

The online training for the teachers from Bheemdatta, Biratnagar, Dharan and
Hetauda are ongoing as scheduled to maintain consistent knowledge sharing on DRR
education.

The third online training covered items to utilize earthquake as
well as flood related educational material. The teachers were
shown various online material including ways to conduct
interactive quizzes with children. This training also invited
teachers from the first batch of trainees who shared ways to
use A4 size paper to make paper dishes which can be used
when regular cups or plates are not available.
The training also shared another disaster exercise to
understand the action that needs to be taken during floods and
landslides.
This training is being conducted as a part of the project supported by Toshiba International Foundation.

II.

Lalitpur Metropolitan City embarks on a new project on shared technology with
KDDI Foundation
COVID-19 has had impacts on all sectors of human activity and among them the education
sector is one of the most severely affected areas. In Nepal’s case, schools have been completely closed for the
past six months. Recent efforts by the government to conduct virtual education through media and online
resources have been welcomed however with limited accessibility to TV, radios or internet along with lack of
trained teachers to develop online material has limited the outreach to students.
In order to assist in the ongoing crisis, KDDI Foundation in collaboration with OLE Nepal and CityNet Yokohama
Project Office has signed an MOU with Lalitpur Metropolitan City to test offline education using tablets in the
public schools of Lalitpur. The proposed project will enable tablets with preloaded curriculum based
educational material to be distributed in the select schools to be lent out to the students to study at home.
The system is expected to be similar to checking out a library book but on a shorter term so that all students
will have the access to using the tablets. On the days where tablet is unavailable to the students, homework
and worksheets are expected to be distributed which will complement the lessons learnt from the material in
the tablet.

Education using shared technology such as tablets is one of the first initiatives in Nepal to continue access to education during the
pandemic. Specific timetables and operational structure will enable students to learn contents using various methodologies.

KDDI Foundation has been supporting education related programs using technology in Lalitpur for the past
two years. Until now, projects to Enhance Logical and Creative Thinking has been implemented. This year was
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expected to be the third year under the same title however, the impact of pandemic on education highlighted
the critical need to continue regular education in the schools in Nepal.

III.

After 33 years, a new Japanese joins CityNet
It has been 33 years since CityNet was established. However, until now no Japanese city except
Yokohama was a member of CityNet. This month, at the 39th CityNet Executive Committee Meeting, a new
Japanese city in southern Japan known as Matsuyama City joined CityNet.
Matsuyama City with a population of over 500,000 and is located in Ehime prefecture on Shikoku island, one
of the five main islands of Japan. With a rich and diverse natural beauty, mild climate, abundant seafood and
fertile land, the city boasts a lifestyle where people take pride in their cultural and traditional assets as well.
The city also has one of the oldest hot springs in Japan and has been attracting tourists from all over Japan and
more recently from overseas as well.
Matsuyama City is also a recipient of the Prime Minister’s Award for four consecutive years on pioneering
community-based disaster risk reduction programs where they have certified more than 6,000 people as
‘Bousaishi’, a person who has the necessary skills to conduct disaster prevention activities. This is by far the
greatest number of Bousaishi among any city in Japan.
The city also is putting effort in making its technological infrastructure be able to respond to the current needs
of the population with smart and seamless technology as well as renewable energy being used in many of its
urban infrastructure including mobility.
Matsuyama will be a key asset to CityNet who can share its cultural, traditional and modern city management
strategies where people are at the center of designing their own living environment. In the growing urban
areas of Asia, this may provide a key learning opportunity to create a settlement where people respect the
harmony of the natural environment for their healthy and satisfying lifestyle.

Matsuyama Castle is one of the few remaining original castles in Japan and is a national heritage site. The beautifully crafted stone
walled fortress situated on top of a hill has a picturesque view of the city and the Seto inland sea.
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IV.

CityNet Executive Committee welcomes proposal to establish an additional CityNet
office in Japan
CityNet has been growing over the last 33 years and with it, so are the urban challenges. While the
needs continue to grow, the resources are being depleted both in terms of financing as well as resources.
This month an associate member of CityNet, Plus Arts based in Kobe proposed to the CityNet Executive
Committee on hosting another CityNet office in Japan. This was welcomed by CityNet Executive Committee
members as it would help bring in creative knowledge resources as Plus Arts specializes on creative and
innovative solutions for many of the urban issues that the cities face.
Plus Arts has been more commonly known as an organization providing knowledge resources on disaster
education as they have engaged with CityNet since 2012 and has been a key partner in the Community Based
Resilience Against Disasters (CBARAD) project in Iloilo, Philippines and currently in Nepal to support the
Disaster Prevention Education and Material Development project. They are also one of the very few CityNet
members who has brought in substantial amount of funding to support disaster education programs for
CityNet members.

With the experience working in 21 countries around the world and many prefectural as well as local
governments in Japan, Plus Arts has built a reputation of providing creative and innovative solutions which
are often lacking to tackle social, educational and environmental issues. The organization has also partnered
with many major corporations in Japan to build a strong network of resource providers whose projects are
often taken up by the local governments for a Public-Private-Partnership (PPP) programs which ultimately
help design lifestyles, solve issues and innovate exciting programs for future generations.
While the details of the establishment will be discussed with the Secretariat in the weeks to come, the
initiative will bring opportunities for CityNet members to access ideas and work with new partners. This will
also strengthen the resource pooling from Japan for the members to seek alternatives to address many
ongoing challenges that the cities face today.

V.

Over 500 Participate in the Virtual Tour of the Yokohama DRR Learning Center for Filipino
Government Officials
The ongoing pandemic has negatively impacted all CityNet members and is continuing to disrupt what used to
be normal lifestyles. This has also adversely affected the learning opportunities to not only educational
institutions but also working professionals.
Yokohama Disaster Risk Reduction Learning Center (YDRRLC) was one of the key facilities for CityNet
members to visit whenever they were in Japan for a CityNet program. The facility is made to help raise
awareness of the public on hazards and to understand how preventive activities can be undertaken.
In response to the request by Local Government Academy (LGA) of the Philippines, CityNet Yokohama Project
Office decided to create a virtual visit to continue providing the learning opportunity for members from
outside of Japan. This was a part of the LGA program on Strengthening Disaster Preparedness and
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Management Towards Good Local Governance, where
more than 500 participants participated in the virtual
tour of the YDRRLC.
The participants gave many positive comments on the
virtual tour which covered items such as earthquakes,
fires, and floods. The video for the virtual tour was shot
in advance with the guide from YDRRLC explaining each
section of the facility including its purpose and lessons to
be learnt. Generally, a one-hour tour when visiting the
center in person, the virtual visit was prepared to be
completed in 40 minutes.
Over 500 participants at the LGA organized forum enjoyed
While disasters impact much of Asia annually, such
the virtual tour of YDRRLC arranged through CityNet
learning centers are not common. In the recent years,
Yokohama Project Office.
CityNet in partnership with Plus Arts has helped set up
small scale learning centers in Iloilo (Philippines) and Lalitpur (Nepal). Plus Arts also supported in designing the
learning centers in Yokohama, Tokyo, Kobe and Osaka. They also helped design a large-scale Disaster Risk
Reduction Museum in Chengdu (China) which is the world’s largest facility of its kind. Currently, Plus Arts is
working on similar requests from other cities.
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