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Bright red Azalea (Japanese Rhododendron) blooms in
April signaling the warmer days of spring in Yokohama.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. The final report of Bosai Culture and Disaster Education in Rural Communities in Nepal is now available on
CYO website. Target municipalities for the project were Biratnagar, Bhimdatta, Dharan and Hetauda of Nepal.
The project was supported by Toshiba International Foundation and Plus Arts and implemented through Mitra
Disaster Risk Reduction Learning Center.
2. Due to the new strain of COVID-19 spreading in urban areas in Japan, staff at CityNet Yokohama Project Office
will continue remote working until the situation improves. Any inconvenience in responding to the calls to the
office is regretted. Alternatively, you may contact the concerned staff by emails.
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I.

A new center for CityNet to support creative partnerships from Japan

CityNet-Plus Arts Center for Creative Partnership was established this month in Kobe, hosted by Plus Arts.
While an onsite launching ceremony with CityNet Staff was not possible due to COVID-19 restrictions, staff
members of Plus Arts conducted the soft-launching of the office earlier this month. During the 39th
Executive Committee Meeting held online in October 2020, Plus Arts had proposed to host a new office in
Japan in order to enhance services to CityNet members through its network. The primary objectives of the
office are:
1. Support CityNet members strengthen their disaster education programs including establishment
of DRR learning centers.
2. Promote CityNet and its activities in Japan and across Plus Arts network in Japan and internationally.
3. Enhance capacity building of public officials thorough creative and innovative solutions to address multisector challenges.
Plus Arts being a CityNet member, can undertake
CityNet activities in any part of Japan as it is not bound
by restrictions to conduct programs and activities in
one specific city only. Members of CityNet thus will
have an advantage over wide reaching access not only
with the various local governments in Japan but also
relevant organizations, institutions and the private
sector that may match the needs of the members.
In addition to being an expert in disaster education, the
organization has multiple roles including using
creativity and design for developing resource material
and products, planning cities with creative and
Chairman of Plus Arts Mr. Hirokazu Nagata (with the board)
sustainable concepts, conducting participatory events,
welcomes members of CityNet to his office along with his staff.
producing educational forums for adults, children and
elderlies, holding income generating activities and coming up with sustainable solutions for urban lifestyles.
The multi-faceted skillset linked with Plus Arts can be an asset to developing forward thinking human resources that
is critical in designing the future of Asian cities which is smarter, healthier and livable for people of all ages.
Regular communication and coordination with CityNet secretariat as well as CityNet Yokohama Project Office are
expected to develop and deliver programs that may be offered through the new center. Currently all disaster
education projects conducted through CityNet Yokohama Project Office are being supported by Plus Arts. Members
may contact CityNet-Plus Arts Center for Creative Partnership through email at miyata[at]plus-arts.net

II.

25th CityNet Japan Forum highlights Yokohama officials’ experiences in CityNet projects
Three officials, each representing the Civic Affairs Bureau,
Housing and Architecture Bureau and Yokohama Fire
Bureau presented their experience with CityNet projects
during the 25th CityNet Japan Forum held this month in
Yokohama city hall. The three officials covered different
projects conducted in Sri Lanka, Nepal and the Philippines.
On the occasion, Mr. Nobuyuki Onozaki highlighted the
importance of in ternational cooperation work which
included emphasis on educating people from early ages to
plan and build better cities. He also mentioned that many of Yokohama

Mr. Onozaki explains the importance of
international cooperation at the forum.
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city’s departments proactively take part in CityNet projects which
supports capacity building of city officials.
The first speaker, Mr. Shinsuke Kato, who at the time worked at
CityNet Yokohama Project office as a secondment staff from
Yokohama city was engaged in environment education project in
Colombo. The project trained school teachers and students on ways of
profiling the natural environment which included onsite work around
the school neighborhood in Colombo. The project also linked Japanese
and Sri Lankan Schools to share nature based studies. An expert from
a local NPO from Japan, Tsurumi River Networking (TRNet) also
accompanied Mr. Sato on the trip to Colombo to work with school
teachers and children. A full report of the project can be read through
this link.
Similarly, Mr. Takeo Ota from the Housing and Architecture Bureau of
Yokohama shared his experiences involving engineers from Nepal for
three years. The project was developed after Yokohama received
request from Kathmandu following the devastating 2015 Gorkha
Earthquake to help train its engineers on structural and seismic
engineering. The trainings conducted in Kathmandu and in Yokohama
over the course of three years included both technical topics, quality
control of construction material as well as safety measures that are
necessary at construction sites. Mr. Ota also mentioned that there
were certain items that Yokohama could also learn from Kathmandu
such as the implementation of electronic building permit which
Yokohama has yet to implement.
The reports of each year can be viewed here.

Mr. Kato highlights the cooperation with the local
Japanese NPO in the project.

Mr. Ota shares his learning experience through
the project along with many memorable moments.

The final speaker was Mr. Masaru Yamashita who was working in the
Crisis Management Office during the time of the project. His main task during the
project was to introduce planning and crisis management techniques including
simulation drills needed for the city. Community Based Adaptation and
Resilience Against Disasters (CBARAD) project supported by JICA for five years
and conducted in Iloilo city, Philippines ultimately became one of the most
successful projects of CityNet. By the end of the project 8 different city
ordinances supporting the activities of the project was passed by Iloilo City
Government.
Mr. Yamashita emphasized that it was important to learn from mistakes. As such
his tactic was only to introduce ideas to the activities but allowed flexibility in
improvising and development of actual plans which often faced hurdles at the
beginning of the project. However, with several practices and corrective
measures, activities such as the simulation exercise for crisis management was
well developed in Iloilo.
The final report of the project can be viewed here. Additional photos of the
forum can be viewed through CYO Facebook.

Mr. Yamashita explains why
localization of programs and
activities are important.
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III.

CYO welcomes a new staff member to its team

Ms. Sachi Tanaka worked at Fukuoka University in 2020 as a research assistant on the research
project about how the business sector sustainably run themselves under the impacts of climate
change. At the same time, she enhanced her communication skills working with an NPO conducting
hands-on intermediate support for a Japanese non-profit organisation. She also worked with another
NPO developing unique facilitation and communication methods in international development fields.
Through her Master’s degree in international development obtained from the U.K. and from the
Bachelor’s degree in political science she pursues her career at CityNet to help accomplish the SDGs
and solve various social issues through a glocalized cooperation. At CYO Ms. Tanaka will be working as a program
assistant.

IV.

New intern from Pakistan joins CYO team

Mr. Waqas Raza is a long-term JICA Training Participant under the Innovative Asia Fellowship.
He recently graduated from Kyoto University with a Master of Engineering in Urban
Management specializing in Disaster Risk Management. He is an Urban Planner by profession. At
CITYNET Yokohama, he hopes to deepen his understanding about how the cities in Asia are
changing regarding DRR, identifying urban development issues, mainstreaming disaster risk
reduction into urban planning, and community-based disaster risk reduction (CBDRR) to help
local communities cultivate resilience against climate-related disasters. He is grateful to the CYO
for this opportunity. He hopes the knowledge, exposure, and understanding he would gain while
working at CYO would help him further advance his research and practical skills.

International Organizations Center 5F Pacifico-Yokohama
1-1-1 Minato Mirai Nishi-Ku, Yokohama 220-0012, JAPAN
TEL:(+81)-45-223-2161
E-mail: info@citynet-yh.org
http://www.citynet-yh.org

CITYNET Yokohama Project Office supports the SDGs.
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